
The purity of acetyl -salicylic 
acid is of importance if its dis- 
solution is required to be deferred 
until the drug reaches the alka- 
line intestinal juice. We found 
neither free salicylic nor acetic 
acid in this preparation. The 
tablet disintegrates satisfactorily - 
in water, and gives absolutely 
no violet colouration with ferric 
chloride. On adding 0.2 per 
cent. hydrochloric acid, repre- 
senting the acidity of the gastric 
iuice, there is still no response to 
;he iron test, slight hydrolysis 
only taking place after several 
h o k .  The claim is substan- 
tiated that this preparation is a 
particul-rly pgre specimen of 
acetyl- salicylic acid. 
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